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April 21, 1997

MAY

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications discount Program. I am a
locally elected school board member from Delano Union Elementary School District, and I would like to
express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. Also, I urge you to include
Frame Relay Connections as part of this discount program. This is an essential technology that was
omitted from the original proposal.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these
discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/!//
-~7Uk~~
~Herrera

President, Board of Trustees
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1005 WEST MAIN
THOMSON, IL 61285

Telephone ,8.15-259-2489
Faxf815-~-24~0

1997DeM Honorable Rachelle B. Chong

RE: CC Docket 96-45- Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

MAY 1

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last
November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure
that all of our public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line
resources that are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information-driven
world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring
that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology, By allowing
significrlnt di~('ounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access,
the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that
cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with Internet. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to complete for the discounts, the
Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse
urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools and
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone.

Sincerely

York Township Public Library Board Members



OAKWOOD SCHOOL

James Alan Astman, Ph.D.
Headmaster

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong,

MAY 1
1997

I am James Astman, Headmaster ofOakwood School in North Hollywood, California,
and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital, as is your inclusion ofInternet
Service Provider costs. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Oakwood is committed to technology both in its program and in its operation. Our goal
is to provide access for every single student in our school, throughout the grades. Substantial
discounts for telecommunication services this year will help ensure that access here and
elsewhere. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

9;:A~
Headmaster

JAA:lh

Secondary School· 11600 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood, California 91601-3098 • 818-752-4400 • Fax 818-766-1285
Elementary School· 11230 Moorpark Street, North Hollywood, California 91602-2699 • 818-752-4444 • Fax 818-761-9156
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Superintendent

Terrence M. Towner, Ed.D.

April 22, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20544

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am a locally elected school board member from Arcadia Unified School District and I would like
to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the side of the Universal Services Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
'these discounts for teiecommunications this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final
regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~~ ~~~~dd_
Joann E. Steinmeier
President of the Governing Board

Our carina Makes The Difference



April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Commtmiciitioos Commissioo
1919 M Street NW

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am a classroom teacher from Lee's Summit, MO R-7 School District, and rwould like
tu thank you tOr your dedicatifut in ensurirtg that aU sch-0015 and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
w the dasSfOOffi whefe students learn. YOUf lnch,iSl-On of lfi~rnaIdas-Sf-OOfil c'uftfiectioos
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services 1his year. I urge 1he
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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BUENA PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT

6885 ORANGETHORPE AVE. • BUENA PARK, CA 90620-1398 • (714) 522-8412 • FAX (714) 994-1506

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room #844
Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

April 22, 1997

MAY

::

GOVERNING BOARD

UoydG. Davis
President

8izabeth Swift
Clerk/Presldent Pro Tem

Mary Fuhnnan
Member

B. Buck Levine
Member

Lori Nielsen
Member

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally-elected school board member from Buena Park School District and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing
its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to
the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to
remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service fund be reduced. As I am sure you are
aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecom..'TIunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and out
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I .urge you and the
other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve
the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank: you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

m1~~
Mary Fululnan
Governing Board Member

MF/jm

Carol Homes Riley, Ed.D.
Superintendent

George Cottrell, Ph.D.
Assistant Supenntendent,
Administratiue Services

Cindy M. Stewart, Ed.D.
Assistant Supenntendent,
Educational Services and

Certificated Personnel



April 22, 1997

MAY 1 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As locally elected trustees of the Palmdale School District, we wish to indicate to you
our strong support for the proposed $2.25 billion "E-Rate" Telecommunications
Discount Program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee all schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to tap into
other distance-learning opportunities. The plan will bring telecommunications directly to
the classrooms, where they can have a greater impact on students. The inclusion of
discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
Universal Service Fund be reduced.

We urge you and the FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the
Joint Board.

Thank you for your consideration.
')

~em,~elmaM. Trosin, Board President

Frederick C. Thompson, ard Clerk

~d~
Helen Acosta, Bo~ember



LEE E. RIECK
Superintendent
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Director of Business Services
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Franklin Regional School District
3210 School Road

Murrysville, Pennsylvania 15668

April 24, 1997

JUDITH C. BRAGGINS
Administrative Assistant for
Special Education Services
14121325-7601

PATRICIA A. ANZUR
Supervisor of Child Accounting!
Transportation Services
14121 325-7607

WILLIAM J. GALLAGHER
Supervisor of Accountlngl
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14121 325-7608

The Honorable Rachell B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am a Director of Instructional Services at the Franklin Regional School District. I am
writing to thank you for your support with the Telecommunications Act and the Federal
State Joint Board discount plan.,

This plan will ensure that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools.
These plans will ensure that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet. Also, they are able to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn, and provide distance-learning opportunities.

Your inclusions of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We will continue to use the money to
implement our technology plan to supplement our local funds for staff development. Our
students are in need of substantial discounts this year.

I fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries, and I urge the FCC to do so.

Thank you.

}
~incere~y'71

! "/ Ii 0"17'u;..·u..ec:./
.' "t.1./(.../~_~..A:.. J"1'

Jack Samuels
Director of Instructional Services



Burlingame School District
2303 Trousdale Drive
Burlingame, CA 94010
Telephone [415J 259·3800
Fax [415J 259-3820

April 23, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Board of Trustees
Mrs. Jean Fiske
Mr. Steven Glick
Mrs. Laurie Hoffman
Mrs. Mary Peros
Mrs. Lisa Rosenthal

MR. ROBERT E. BEUTHEL
SUPERINTENDENT

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 MAY 1 1997
Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am a locally elected school board member from the Burlingame School District, and I would like
to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools
across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services
directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important
to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are
aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of
tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/~auw ikfJm~
'-~. ..,

." ~.

M.1 97.8
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Director,

CUffic/Jlum & InsInJclion

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Comm~ssioner

Federal Communications Commission
~9l9 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

As superintendent of the Morgan County Schools in Madison, Georgia, I am
sincerely appreciative of your efforts to see that school districts and
educational groups in our country can afford access to the Internet. We
are considered leaders in the use of technology in the state of Georgia,
and because of our rural location, this is an urgent issue. We do not
have wide area access without long distance charges, and that can make
use prohibitive.

The Telecommunications Act and che Federal-S.tate Board decision would
make it possible for all school districts to have an opportunity co
connect our students in the classroom to the Internet. The educational
opportunities of such a move are astounding. This move is essential to
bring our schools to the high level of @xpectations placed on them by
the public in a technology-laden work world.

We are in the process of installing a wide-area network among all our
schools and the local library. These discounts would make educational
use of the Internet available directly to our classrooms and to the
general public who use our library in an affordable manner.

Without serious discounts, we will have to limit use of this incredible
resource. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for universal service for schools. Thank you for your

. consideration.

Sincerely,

patricia W.stokes
Superintendent



8-14-1996 8:06AM FROM

GENERAL SMALLWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL
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April 23, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StreetNW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

WE are faculty and staff from General Smallwood Middle School in Maryland.
We are writing in support of the Universal Servi~ discounts for schools and libraries that
have been recommended by the Joint .Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and
libraries will have affordable access, to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications,Act ap.d the Jomt Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have 1he opportumty to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The ,$2.25 billion a )'ear will address the needs
of all our schools, and ~ importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discount is
vital. This plan is esseIltial for prep~ing thb workforce oftomorrow~

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We
urge the FCC to fully support the 10int Board~s discount plan for universal services for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.



CEDAR RAPIDS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
P.O. Box 218
408 Dayton Street
CEDAR RAPIDS, NEBRASKA 68627-0218

Elementary School
Jr.-Sr. High School
FAX Number

308-358-0732
308-358-0640
308-358-0211

Marshall Tonnies, Superintendent

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Scott Robinson, Principal

MAY 1 1997

'.~'. ~.I. ;'

I am a superintendent from the Cedar Rapids Public School District, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education
consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Cedar Rapids Public School District is part of the Tri-Valley Distance Learning
Consortium which is applying for a lottery grant for distance learning. We need the
subsidy in order to be able to afford distance learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

!J)J};;:~
Marshall Tonnies
Superintendent



Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW> Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

1am a superintendent from Mansfield School District in Mansfield.

..~r:
1~!4t;'

MAY 1 1997

We feel that it is important that the FCC understand how important it is for American
students to have affordable access to the internet.

Our school exists in a small, rural, and very isolated farming community with a very high
percentage of low income students. Internet access affords our students the ability to find
resources and information that would otherwise be unavailable to them. It also provides
our students vital contact with the outside world.

We understand that the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-leaming opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is particularly important to our area.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications selVices this year, I urge the
FCC to fully support ofthe Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

-,.{.:U:J~---
Bm Thornton, Ph.D.
Superintendent
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June Lewis
Route 2 Box 45

McRae, Georgia 31055
Phone 912-374-2240

Fax 912-374-1524
Home Phone 912-868-5259

Email jlewis2@mail.dodge.public.lib.ga.us

April 24, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

As a consultant for a regional educational service agency selVing ten school systems in the southern part
of Georgia, I am very interested in the actions that you take concerning the implementation of the
Telecommunications Act. I would like to thank you for your efforts to assure that all school districts and
educational consortia have affordable access to the technology needed for our children and other
citizens to have the opportunities to promote world class learning. The area I selVe can have the
educational playing field not only leveled but enriched by your decision to ensure that access is
affordable in poor districts that are geographicall)' isolated from large libraries, museums, and other
educational tools often taken for granted in many urban areas. For example, today I was in an eighth
grade classroom where the teacher had gone to a public library to access the Internet to get infonnation
on Hale Bopp to use with her class' study of astronomy. There was no local access for her or her
students in the school or at her home. It was only through her extra dedication to her students that the
infonnation was available for her class. These students should have the same opportunities as students
elsewhere in the United States.

I urge you to provide every school system in the country with discounts for all telecommunication
services based upon the criteria of poverty (free or reduced lunch indicators) and isolation (rural). E-rate
discounts shOUld be available for inside connections to classrooms, networking of schools and education
offices and libraries with each other, and Internet access including installation and maintenance costs.
Funding should be administered by an independent fund administrator, not state education departments.
Applications should be sent to all school systems and public libraries and shOUld take into consideration
that the smaller, poorer scllool systems do not have "professional" grant writers on staff and that many
do not employ a full staff during the summer months. Therefore, applications should take a minimum of
effort to complete, and sufficient notice should be given for their completion. Local flexibility for self
determination of selVices needed for the individual school's educational mission should be allowed.

I urge you to support the discount plan for universal services to schools so that ail. our American students
can be more adequately prepared.

Sincerely,

~\~j~~
) June Lewis



April 24, 1997

MAY 1 1997
TIlQ Honorable Rachclle B.Chong. Conlmissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As the curriculum director for the Treutlen County school system, 1am writing to express my gratitude for the
actions you have taken to ensure that all school districts win have affordable access to the Information
Sl,perhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joillt Board decision will help to level the playing fIeld for
small, rural school systems like ours and ensure that all school districts will have the opportunity to C0111lCCt to
the Internet. It win also allow our school system to continue to provide distance-Ieaming opportllllities. It is
important to bring these services directly to the c:lassroom where students learn. Thus, your inclusion of internal
elassroom connections for discounts is crucial.

We currently have one dial-in connection to the Internet at two ofour three schools. Needless to say, 'We cannot
meet the needs of all our students with this limited access. Those discounts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available 011 the Information Superhighway to a greater numbers of studenll, a benefit
magnified by our inaccessibility to more tradilional resources thal are available to schools in more populated
parts ofour state.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommWlicatlons services this year. I urgo the FCC to fully support tho
Joi.nt Board's discount plan for wuversal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

eJwWeJrrdt
Chcrrie Smith
Curriculum Director



April 24, 1997

TIle Honorable Rachollc B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No, 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAYt

~.... ..1

1997

I am the cducationaltcchnology coordinator for the Treutlcn County school system, and Iwould like to express
my gratitude for the actions you have taken to ensure that all scbool districts will have affordable access to the
InformatiOll Superhighway. In my position, I am very much aware of the impact technology has on our everyday
lives and especially on education,

I am also the vocational education coordinator for our school system and, tbus, very concerned about the
preparation of our students for the workforce of tomorrow. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board decision will guarantee that small, rural school systems like ours will have the opportunity to
connect (0 the Internet It will also allow our school systom to continue to provide distance-learning
opportunities. It is important to bring these services directly (0 the classroom where stttdents learn. Thus, your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is crucial.

We currently have one dial-in connection to the Internet allwo ofour lhree schools. Needless to say, we cannot
meet the nccd.s of aU our students wilh this limilcd access. These discolUlts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available on the Information Superhighway to a greater numbers of students, a benefit
magnitied by our inaccessibility to more traditional resources that arc available to schools in more populated
parts ofour state.

Our students need deep discounlS for telecomnlunic8tions services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for uni"erslll service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~
Jane Currie
TechnologyNocational Coordinator
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PERSHING COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 389

LOVELOCK, NEVADA 89419

PERSHING CO. HIGH SCHOOL

RONALD E. Bga<. PRINCIPAL

PERSHING GO. MIDDLe; SCHOOL

A.N1TA R. RSK. PRINOPAL

April 25, 1997

DANIEL W. FOX

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

LOVELOCK/IMLAY

ELEMENTARY SCHOOlS

JAMES B. ROWE. PRINCrp"L

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
FAX 202-418-2820

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am. the Superintendent of Schools for the Pershing County School District in rural
Nevada and would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the Infonnation
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion ofintemal classroom connections for discounts is vital
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow,

Our students need significant discounts for telecommunication services this year.
Whereas we only enro111,002 students, our district covers approximately 6,100 square
miles! We are rural and we are distant. I mge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.

Sincerely, .-;0
g~-t~

Daniel W. Fox
Superintendent of Schools
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Rachelle B. Chong, Conunissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW. Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal uE·Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee of1.he Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Iltternet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country. and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms. where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element ofthis plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for prepaJ.i.ng our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E·Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank. you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely.

~./Y1~
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Fort Smith, Arkansas

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT April 23. 1997

TRANSMITIED BY FAX
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

As a superintendent of schools from a school district in a state which is always struggling to
advance teehnologically, I am most appreciative of your attention to the matter pending
before the Commission regarding school districts and education generally. The need to
maintain affordable access to the internet technology is a critical educational issue.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision to grant reduced
prices for school districts will enable many of us to maintain the network connections and to
provide enhanced distance-learning oppormnities which would not be otherwise available.

Providing services directly to individual classrooms for use by our students through the
proposed discounts of more than $2 billion annually will be a tremendous assistance. It is
also imponant that internal classroom connections be covered by a discounted rate structure.
Most school districts simply do not have the resources to pay prevailing rates for networking
costs.

I would also encourage you to minimize th.e paperwork required of local school districts for
participation in this program. The FCC should continue its position of leadership by making
it practical, economical, and simple for the education community to access the Information
Superhighway.

Thank you for your leadership. Our srodents need the enhanced opponunities this can
provide.

Sincerely,

\3.4--\~U-
Benny L. Gooden, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

BLG/rf
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Bushnell-Prairie City Community Unit School District #170
845 North Walnut Street • Bushn~ll, Illinois 61422

• ADMINISTRATION •
Lynn Hanweger. Supt.

Unit Office 309/772-9461
fax 3091772-9462

Jcrry Merrick, Prin.
High School 309/772·2113

Ray Krcy. Prin.

Junior High 309/772-3123
Steve Russell. Prin.

Elememary 309/772-9461
Fax 3091772·'.>466

April 23, 1997 .

The Honorable Rachelle 8. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844-
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-4-5

. Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am a Superintendent from Bushnell·Prairie City C.U.S.D. #170 in Bushnell, Illinois. I
appredate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to
the Information Su.perhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federat-StateJoint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts wHl have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and
wUl bring services directly to the classroom where stu.dents learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

District #170 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities into
the instructional program. The scope ofthis program will be severely limited or perhaps even
short-lived without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

~"
~

Lynn Hartweger. Su rintendent
Bushnell-Prairie City C.U.S.D. #170

• BOARD OF EDUCATION.
Linda L. Hensley, Pxes.· Howard L Daniels, v.P... Crystal A. Bedwell, Sec.. Ktn A. Curtis. Layne McKee· K...rel\ Keener· Jeff Bry;>.n
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4865 EXCELENTE DR
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364

USA

April 23, 1997

The Honorable Racheffe B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW', Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
fax 202-418-2820

PJE: CC Docket No. 06-45

Dear Commissioner

MAY 1 1997

I am a parent/community representative in the Los Angeles Unified School District at Hale Middle School and EI
Camino High School, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State joint Board decision guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work
force of tomorrow.

At both locations that I am involved with, one of my duties is formation of a technology plan. The most obvious
limiting factor is cost. In order to reach the most students possible with a technology base that is up-to-date, access to
the Internet has been shown to be a necessary integral part of any plan. The ability to access information quickly and
efficiently for a large number of students is mandatory. As our students graduate into the work force, knowledge and
understanding of computers will not be a choice, but will be compulsory and must be made available to all students.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

Aaron Yusem



•

Z 8034652883

McCormIck County School Distrjct
821 Norlh Mine Street

McCormick, South Carolina 29835

CharlC8 Pm11ell
Superintendent
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P.02

April 2J, 1997

'l'hc Honorable RucheJJe H. Chong
Federal Communicat.ion8 Conlmissiofl
1919 M. St.reet. NW, Room 844
Washill"lon. DC 20554

RE: CC )loclu)l No. 96·45

])oar Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1
1997

] am 0 superint.eudent from your school district. name, and I would like wthank you for your
dedicution in cnslU'ing that all school districl.s and education con.sortia will have affordable a(:<:ess to
the Informat.ion Superhighway.

'l'he TllJclnmm\lnlcfttion~Ad and the Vederal·::;tute Joint. Board decision will I{uoranleo that aU
school dist..ictN wm have the opportunity to connect to the Intemet. ond providu distanco·lcarninJt
opport.unities. Tho $2.25 billion a yeur will addresll the needs of all our schools. and import8Jllly.
the phm will bl·j~ services dil'ecL)y to the classroom whl~re st.udents lear·lI. Your inclusion ofilltcrnal
cl89~room con"oct.iol1~for discounts is vital. This plan is ossent.ial for preparing t.he workforce of
wmon'Ow.

Our distril:t h8~ one of the lowest tax buses in the lltate. 'l'hcrefore, sufficient fund~
aTO not availnble t,.., meet technology ll"cds. Our students will not be technology
literate Slid our t.eacherlol wiJI not. have accef\~ to t.ochnoJogy for instructional PUl"P05l(~S.

without sufficient assistance.

Our tlt.udcntEl need deep discounts fOl' ltiltl'Vmmullica.t.ions 8elv;cos this yelU·. I m-go the 1·'(;G t.o fully
RUPPOJ't of1.he Joint Hoord's discount plan for wlivorsuJ servioo for scboolt:.

Thank you.

~()-1-4(;5-2~i81 phone "l'r(lgld':~ (()1)1(~l> fWl1I exllH dl(.!'t" 864·4(if)-2Afi:~

E(ll':



23959 Deanhurst
Clinton Twp. MI 48035

April 18, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Subject: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1

"',j

1991

I am writing to you in support of the telecommunications discounts for our schools and libraries.
I have two children, Nicholas 11 and Hannah 8 that attend Yacks Elementary School in the L'Anse
Creuse Public School System in Macomb County Michigan. I will do all I can to make sure that my
children wil1 be prepared to meet the challenges of the quickly changing computer environment.
What I believe is so important about this legislation is the example it sets for the future advancements
in technologies. There is no better way to assure the future of our country than to invest in the
education of all of our children and by giving them the tools to succeed. Please help to to make sure
that these tools are in the classroom.

Sincerely,

Donald Hubler
Father



Vacaville Unified School District
751 School Street • Vacaville, California 95688-3987

(707) 448-1011

Board of Education

Larry R. Mazzuca
President

Katherine Brannon
Vice President

April 18, 1997

Ms. Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 844
washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Chong:

19.97

Sarah E. Chapman
Clerk

Kathleen M. Collier

Nicholas D. Esplin

Bill Hausler

Patricia M. (Bradanini) Mylott

Richard E. Jackson
Superintendent &
Board Secretary

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-RATE" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected School Board Member from the Vacaville Unified School
District and I would like to express my strong support for this Program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996, and the Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability
to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of schools across the Country and, more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital
to the overall success of the Discount Program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts
for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the
other FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and
approve the proposed final regulations regarding the Discount Plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Z~
William Hausler
Board of Education
Vacaville Unified School District

WH:lm

THIS DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER WITH AN EXEMPLARY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PROGRAM AND ACTIVELY SEEKS QUALIFIED CANDIDATES WITHOUT REGARD TO

"FX RAlF ORlr:lN OR HANOI, AP


